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President’s Report with Mick Woods

¢ Thereis much that | could touch on
= in this report with events such as
Federation Week in Melbourne,
and Legends Day (although
washed out many a yarn was
spun.) We look forward to
sampling your greens at Engadine
in 2018 Matthew Keough!

| am going to put these to one side
for the moment and put forward an issue that is
becoming more and more important for the turf
industry and in particular the bowling fraternity. This
is the ever decreasing number of both apprentices
entering the industry and tradesmen to fill vacant
roles.

The subject of apprentices is a subject that has been
openly discussed both formally and informally over
the last few years. Not only has this been a topic of
interest at our Conference days, but has been a hot
topic both with the AGCSA and the National Turf
Working Group which is comprised of TAFE teachers
from across the nation along with representation
from many turf associations including NSWBGA,
AGCSAand STA.

Most commonly discussed are the issues of:

e The lack of applicants for advertised
positions;

» The quality (or lack thereof) of applicants;

* The poor perception of the industry reducing
interest;

» Evertightening of budgets restricting employment
opportunities; and

e The lack of employment opportunities at the
completion of training.

Now many ideas have been raised on these matters
with some at small scale and individually
implemented, such as making contact with school
career advisers and educating them on the many
facets of the turf industry and different avenues that
can be pursued.

Others are as simple as taking longer to select the
right applicant, even if this means re-advertising
multiple times, conducting your own LLC test during
interviewing, all good ideas that require us as
custodians to pursue.

Some of the more large scale ideas revolved around
media with ideas including a reality type program
based around a major event, in our case maybe the
Australian Open or Commonwealth Games, to more
traditional advertising based around the above topics
on industry perception and awareness to the diverse
opportunities that are available to quality trained
professionals.

Since relocating to northern inland NSW two years
ago, this topic has become more important, having
seen firsthand the problems that arise from low
apprentice enrolments and tradesmen retention,
with many clubs struggling to fill vacant positions or
opting to fall back on voluntary labour. This then adds
again to perception issues with surface qualities of
said venues often rapidly degenerating.

| hope in some way highlighting this topic now will
have an easing effect or give some ideas for when
nextlooking to put on an employee.

Sadly, the Association has farewelled another two
long standing members, Tony Morgan and Dick
Pinkerton, with a short tribute included in this edition.
On behalf of the Association we offer our
condolences to the family and friends of these great
men.

In happier news, congratulations to South West
Rocks greenkeeper Mark Wilcher on being named
2017 Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year. Mark has
presented excellent greens for the State
Championships held in South West Rocks and
makes a great contribution to our industry. Thank you
to Living Turf for their ongoing support of this
prestigious award for our Association.

As this is the last edition of The Bowling Greenkeeper
for 2017, | would like to wish everyone all the very
best for the Festive Season.

Thank you for your support, enthusiasm and
participation in the Association and our signature
events this year, including Federation Week and
Legends Day, as well as your local activities, and we
look forward to a great program in 2018.
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They have put a lot of money into the refurbishment
of the club and it looks very good. Hopefully this will
see Greenacre continue for a long period of time.
Shannon White has left Northmead Bowling Club to
work with Adam Troth and his staff for Bankstown
Sports.

Brent Norman at Cabra Vale Diggers is now Greens
and Bowls Administrator at the club in an endeavour
to promote bowls there. By all accounts Brent has
already made a big difference. He will be busy
overseeing both aspects at the club.

Unfortunately another to add to the list - East-
Roseville Bowling Club has closed its doors and
merged with Lindfield Bowling Club.

| hope the renovation season goes well for everyone
and being the last rep’s report before Christmas, on
behalf of Living Turf, | wish all members and their
families all the best for the season and the New Year
and hope Santa is good to all of you.
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Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year

The 2017 Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year
award was presented at the annual Peter
Mobbs’ Shield at Engadine Bowling Club in
July. Mark Wilcher, the Head Greenkeeper at
South West Rocks Country Club, received
this great award.

A special mention must also be made to the two
other finalists, Phil Townsend (Merrylands
Bowling Club) and Brent McCristal (Chatswood
Bowling Club).

Mark was destined to become a greenkeeper. At
just 13 years old Mark chose lawn bowls as a
school sport. Growing up just 200 metres away
from the local Telarah Bowling Club, it was the
best way he could be home nice and quick from
school! Little did he know 35 odd years later he’d
be one of the best greenkeepers in NSW.

After finishing school Mark commenced his
greenkeeping career in 1985 at Telarah Bowling
Club and since then hasn’t looked back! Mark
spent seven years at Telarah under Geoff Clack
before being persuaded up the road to Lorn Park
Bowling Club where he would spend the next 17
yearsin charge.
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In 2008 Mark made the move up to South West
Rocks Country Club. With three greens and a
large surrounding area to maintain Mark is
constantly busy. Mark is assisted by Nathan
Moore. The NSWBGA had the privilege of
playing on Mark’s greens during the 2015-16
State Championship weeks. All greenkeepers in
attendance would agree that the quality of the
greens and surrounds are the result of the
dedication Mark puts into is work.

L1IYVING TURF

SCIENTIFIC TURF MAMAGEMENT

Mark said winning the
Living Turf
Greenkeeper of the
Year for 2017 was a
highlight of his career.

“It was a real honour to
b e named
Greenkeeper of the
Yearfor2017.”

Mark said hosting the

State Championship

Bowls Weeks in 2015 and 2016 was another
highlight.

“We loved having the NSW Greenkeepers here
for the State Championships and it was great to
get so much positive feedback about my greens.

‘I also enjoy being a part of our industry
associations, the NSWBGA and our local Mid
North Coast Greenkeepers Association, where |
have held roles of President and currently Vice
President,” he said.

As well as being a talented greenkeeper, Mark
is pretty handy at bowls - proving that the
choice of lawn bowls for school sport paid off,
winning the Australian Greenkeepers Fours.

Pictured: South West Rocks Country Club
greens in action, and Mark Wilcher at Federation
Week 2017.

The NSWBGA and Living Turf congratulate
Mark on a great achievement in winning the
2017 Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year.



Persistent patch diseases on Tifdwarf bowling greens

in northern NSW ByGaryW. Beehag (Sydney)

Patch diseases of Tifdwarf
bowling and golf greens in
coastal northern NSW caused
by known species of soil-borne
fungi are Spring dead patch and
Take-all patch. Their respective
causal agents are members of
the genera Ophiosphaerella
(formerly Leptosphaeria) and
Gaeumannomyces.

Fortunately, much is known of
their biology and the
predisposing factors influencing
disease development by these
pathogens, particularly
Gaeumannomyces.

Furthermore, fungicides are
registered for turfgrass
application against both
diseases, particularly for Spring
dead patch.

However, a recent sojourn in
July to the coastal regions of
northern NSW and south east
Queensland highlighted the
widespread occurrence and
continual persistence of more
than one distinctive patch
disease symptom, other than
Spring dead patch, on bowling
greens.

The observed disease
symptoms on affected Tifdwarf
bowling greens ranged from
being barely visible to most
obvious despite the green’s
partial dormancy. The disease
symptoms in question are not
new having been known as early
as the 1980’s by now-retired
greenkeepers. Clearly, the
patch diseases in question are
symptomatic of one or more soil-
borne fungi or possibly a
turfgrass root-disease complex.

The management issue for
bowling greenkeepers is the
inability to predict and effectively
reduce the incidence and
severity of these patch diseases
without knowing the true causal
agent(s) nor their precise,
predisposing environmental
factors.

Figure One: Small-sized, patches on a Tifdwarf bowling green
(Image courtesy Gary Beehag)

This purpose of this article is to
describe the patch-type
symptoms in question, outline
results of limited pathological
isolations and identifications
and, discuss suggested
management options. However,
it must be emphasised the
number of diseased Tifdwarf
samples collected from bowling
greens displaying these
symptoms in the northern
regions to verify by
reproducible, pathological
methodologies the causal agent
remains limited. Thus, only
suggestions not
recommendations can be made
atthistime.

Patch disease symptoms

The recently observed patch
disease symptoms in question
on affected Tifdwarf bowling
greens comprised either
relatively small, irregularly-
sized, completely blighted
patches or larger-sized, straw-
coloured annulus-rings. On
some affected bowling greens,
both described patch-type
symptoms were observed on
the one green. The relatively
small-sized, blighted patches
(Figure One) ranged from 5-
10cm diameter.
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These blighted patches
sometimes numbered in their
hundreds across some affected
bowling greens.

The larger-sized, annulus-ring
symptoms were generally more
distinct. Club members and
visitors alike would no doubt be
intrigued as to the unusual
geometry of multiple, circular
rings. On the worst affected
greens, the severity of the
annulus-rings would have
clearly impacted on the roll of
the bowl.

The observed late-stage
symptom (Figure Two)
comprised roughly-circular rings
varying from 10-40cm diameter
or more.

Typically, some annulus-rings
coalesce or partially joining
having relatively unaffected
centres.

The annulus-rings occurred
randomly in groups across the
affected green, adjacent the
plinths even on the higher-
mown banks at some bowling
clubs.



Figure Two: Larger-sized, annulus-rings on Tifdwarf bowling green

(Image courtesy Gary Beehag)

Observations by greenkeepers
managing affected bowling
greens indicates the described
symptoms initially appear in
autumn coinciding with falling
temperatures and
commencement of partial
dormancy. The symptoms
remain partly visible through
autumn and winter depending on
geographic location and
seasonal conditions.

In late spring/early summer the
symptoms typically become
problematic resulting in partial
loss of the bowling surface,
again depending on location and
conditions. The diseased
patches in question may re-
occur each year in the same
areas of affected greens. On
other bowling greens, the
prominence of the symptom has
also been observed to decline
evendisappearovertime.

Soil-borne fungi on
couchgrass roots

Like all plant roots, couchgrass
(Cynodon) cultivars develop
complex, microbial associations.

These root-microbial
associations range from
beneficial (e.g. Pseudomonas
bacteria, Trichoderma fungi)
through to pathogenic (e.g.
Gaeumannomyces,
Ophiosphaerella) fungal
species.

Turfgrass soil biology is complex
being far from understood by soil
microbiologists or plant
pathologists. The species
diversity of soil-borne fungi
colonising couchgrass roots and
stems remains unclear.

The key issue for experienced
laboratory diagnosticians and
plant pathologists attempting to
isolate and potentially identify
soil-borne pathogens is firstly to
look in the right place (ie. stems
and roots). Accurate
identification of the primary (not
secondary) pathogen(s)
requires time-consuming
laboratory techniques.
Laboratory methodologies
commence by sectioning of
affected root and stem tissues,
culturing isolated fungi in
nutrient agar (Figure Three) and
even employing complex DNA
techniques in an attempt to
classify and identify new fungal
species. Regrettably over the
years, misdiagnosis and
incorrect reporting of the
probable, primary causal
agent(s) has resulted in the
current state of confusion about
the true causal agent(s) of patch-
type diseases and Tifdwarf
bowling and Tifgreen (328) golf
greens in the northern regions.

As already stated, the symptoms
in question on affected bowling
greens are consistent with one
or more soil-borne fungi or
possibly a fungal, root disease

complex. The symptoms
observed and described above
are not singly those of Brown
Patch (Rhizoctonia spp.) nor
Spring Dead Patch
(Ophiosphaerella spp.). Several
Rhizoctonia-like fungi have been
isolated in NSW from diseased
couchgrass. The causal agent of
Spring Dead Patch on
couchgrass in Australia was first
identified by Dr. Alan Smith
(Sydney)inthe early 1960’s.

In 1999 Dr. Percy Wong
confirmed Gaeumannomyces
graminis var. avenae, the Take-
all patch fungus, being the
causal agent of similar ring-type
patches long observed to occur
on Tifdwarf golf greens at Ocean
Shores in northern NSW. This
confirmation was highly
significant from a turfgrass
pathological perspective as
being the first time this take-all
fungal variety had been isolated
from damaged couchgrass in
Australia. Further work on
couchgrass root-infecting fungi
was initiated in 2000 by Drs.
Marcelle and Graham Stirling
(Brisbane).

Since then, Dr Percy Wong, a
Senior Research Fellow from the
University of Sydney, has
worked on the identification of
several of these ERI (ectotrophic
root-infecting) fungal diseases
(refer to references). In 2002, he
proved that the cause of a patch
disease in buffalo grass and
couchgrass called Wongoonoo
Patch was caused by a new
species of Gaeumannomyces,
which he named
Gaeumannomyces wongoonoo
(“wongoonoo” is an Aboriginal
word for “grass”). In 2012, he
found the cause of Summer
Decline to be a new species of
fungus, which he named
Magnaporthe griffinii and the
cause of Adelaide Patch to be
another new species,
Magnaporthe garrettii. However,
fungal taxonomists have now
renamed these fungi as Wongia
griffinii and Wongia garrettii
respectively (Khemmuk et al.
2016).



Figure Three: Fungal pathogen growing out of diseased couchgrass
root pieces on an agar plate (Image courtesy Dr. Percy Wong)

More recently, he described
another new fungus,
Phialocephala bamuru, which is
the cause of a serious disease
called Fairway Patch on golf
fairways predominantly in the
Sydney region. However, the
disease has now spread to other
parts of NSW, Queensland,
Victoria and Western Australia. It
has also been found in one
bowling club in Victoria.

Therefore, it is highly likely that
there are more new diseases
and fungal pathogens of
turfgrasses including
couchgrass cultivars to be
identified in the future.
Unfortunately, the reasons
underlying the emergence of
these new fungal pathogens will
probably never be truly known.
Changes in cultural practices or
pesticide usage? Who knows?

So the fundamental question
remains — what is the causal
agent(s) responsible for these

small-sized, blighted patches
and larger-diameter annulus-
ring-type patches in question.
Could it be another ascomycete
fungi possibly in the genus
Gaeumannomyces,
Magnaporthiopsis,
Phialocephala or another
undescribed fungal species?

In an attempt to answer these
questions, methodical and time-
consuming, laboratory
technigues commencing with
microscopic identification,
fungal isolation, culturing,
identification through to DNA
techniques have to be
undertaken by experienced and
qualified persons in plant
pathology. Herein lies one of the
problems for bowling
greenkeepers and others
anxious for an early, definitive
diagnosis.

Precise identification of the
causal agent(s) of diseased
turfgrass is only possible with
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correct sampling, appropriate
preservation methods and rapid
dispatch of samples.
Unfortunately, improper
sampling together with lack of
sample preservation has
probably further resulted in
diagnosticians and plant
pathologists not identifying the
true identity of the causal
agent(s) of the disease
symptoms in question.

What of biological, cultural
even chemical options?

As previously stated, turfgrass
soil biology is complex. Most
plant pathologists take the view
it is impossible to physiologically
separate plants (hosts) from
certain pathogens (bacteria,
fungi, nematodes, virus) in the
long term. This is particularly
true for pathogens that possess
an inherent ability to partly
penetrate and inhabit turfgrass
root and stem tissues. After all,
plant root disease is the
interaction of a susceptible host
plant with its pathogen(s) in a
common soil environment.

This is where the distinction
must be made between the
words “management” and
“control” applicable to these
fungal root diseases.

Populations of soil-borne,
pathogenic fungi may be
managed using appropriate
cultural practices (e.g. soil
aeration and thatch
minimisation) but never
eliminated (ie. controlled) in the
long term. Turfgrass pathogens
do re-occur which indicates their
population thus the disease has
only been managed in the short
term.

Only an integrated, ecological
approach using appropriate and
proven biological, cultural and
chemical technologies will come
close to long-term management
of these soil-borne, couchgrass
diseases.



Biological options

A biological approach to the
management of soil-borne
diseases utilises known
antagonistic microflora (e.g.
certain bacteria and fungi).
Microbial antagonists may be
introduced in the form of
composts (e.g. fowl manure) or
commercially-available products
that contain beneficial bacteria
(e.g. Bacillus, Pseudomonas or
Streptomyces) or fungal (e.g.
Gliocladium and Trichoderma)
species. Whilst correct utilisation
of proven microbial antagonists is
to be encouraged, their long-term
effectiveness in the turfgrass soil
environment against many
recognised soil-borne fungi
remains unclear. To have any
effect, antagonistic microflora
populations must remain high.
Further, the efficacy of soil-
applied products (e.g. Basamid)
that release isothiocynates into
the soil against turfgrass soil-
borne fungi has yet to be
demonstrated.

Cultural options

One of the common
denominators recently observed
on affected bowling greens during
the trip was the varying degree of
thatch accumulation.

In general, the presence of the
described patch diseases was
more common and pronounced
on bowling greens having a
greater accumulation of thatch,
as judged when walking across or
touching the playing surface.

Excessive thatch accumulation
has long been demonstrated to
act as an absorbent of applied
pesticides including fungicides.
Thus it would be reasonable to
suggest that thatch minimisation
(ie. grooming, scarification,
tyning, etc) practices would aid
management of these patch
diseases. On aged greens,
characterized by excessive
thatch accumulation, complete
physical removal and vegetative
re-establishment of the bowling
surface, as practiced by some
bowling greenkeepers, may be
the most appropriate practice
over the long-term in managing
these diseases.

Fungicide options

Without knowing the true causal
agent(s) of the disease
symptoms in question,
suggestions only can be made as
to fungicide applications. In NSW
at this time, several active
ingredients have turfgrass
registration as fungicides against
so-called ERI diseases. Active
ingredients currently registered
as fungicides against certain ERI
fungi include triademenol,
tebuconazole plus trifloxystrobin
and azoxystrobin plus
triticonazole. Always consult
fungicide labels for specific
details.

However, bowling greenkeepers
are again reminded that potential
long-term management of soil-
borne turfgrass diseases in
particular may only be realised
through an integrated approach
using proven biological,
appropriate cultural and
registered fungicides against
known pathogens. The overall
goal in attempting to manage soil-
borne, turfgrass pathogens must
be to encourage and maintain an
extensive and healthy,
functioning root system. There is
no substitute for a root system
that can recuperative from root
disease.

What of resistance couchgrass
cultivars? It is plausible to
suggest the morphological
variation long observed to occur
in Tifdwarf and Tifgreen may
partly account for the presence of
the patch diseases in question
within individual and between
certain greens. Certain Tifdwarf
and Tifgreen variants and other
couchgrass cultivars (e.g.
Champion and TifEagle) may
possess a degree of less
susceptibility (more tolerance) to
these patch diseases. A most
worthwhile investigation but one
which requires considerable
funding, time and patience.

Contact the author

Finally, interested bowling
greenkeepers are encouraged to
contact the author
(beehagb50@bigpond.com or
0455 188 936) should they wish
to pursue fungal isolations in

order to accurately identify the
causal agent(s). They may also
contact Dr Percy Wong directly:
percy.wong@sydney.edu.au or
0416853 996.

Perhaps if enough diseased
Tifdwarf even Tifgreen samples
are collected from a range of
geographic locations from greens
throughout the northern rivers
region and, conclusive
identifications are made, agro-
chemical companies may be
encouraged to conduct efficacy
and phytotoxicity trials for
pesticide registration purposes
against the patch diseases in
question.
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Around the Associations

Mid North Coast with Danny Knight & Craig Hayfield

Carnival Day

Monday 14" August saw the annual Mid North Coast
Greenkeepers Carnival Day take place under sunny
skies at Kempsey Macleay RSL Bowling Club. The
beers were flowing and the smiles were wide as 70
men took to the greens on what was a great day for
bowls.

Clubs from Coffs Harbour down to Port Macquarie
entered teams and as the mini busses arrived it was
obvious by the laughter and sledging that the boys
had started early for the long journey to Royal
Kempsey.

As the only annual fundraising opportunity our
association has it was fantastic to see so many turn
up and take part in our carnival day. With two games
of bowls, lunch and raffles the punters raised just
over $1000 for the Association. This money goes
towards funding the greenkeepers association
meetings, Christmas party and our annual donation
to the Give Me Five For Kids charity.

Each club donated gifts for the raffle table and with
more prizes than you can poke a stubbie holder at it
was clearly a highlight of the afternoon.

14

Skips dobbed in their team mates and fines collected
for wrong biases, double measures and removing
team mates bowls from the head also added to the
overall fundraising kitty.

A well-timed toucher saw great cries of elation as
that rink headed in for a free beer with lucky lead,
second, third and skip ends adding an enjoyable
elementto the day.

It all came down to a one bowl shoot out with all two
game winners to duke it out for this year’s bragging
rights. With the tension high and an excess of
instruction from the side lines, Sawtell took the prize
and walked away with meat trays and stubbie
holders. Runners up took away a couple of boxes of
beer and stubbie holders, and I’'m pretty sure
everyone else got a stubbie holder by the end of the
day too.

A big thank you to all those that helped organise the
day, those that took part and to Kempsey Macleay
RSL Club for sponsoring the day. A special mention
goes out to Rocky Stone for all his assistance with
organising and overseeing the day, thanks mate.

Our greenkeepers association is a terrific asset and
provides great opportunities for greenkeepers to get
together and talk turf with local industry
professionals because let’s face it, no one else gives
two bits about your fungal problems or your
grooming habits. Thanks again to everyone for all
the support.



ACT with Peter Watts

Well Mother Nature sure is playing games with us down here in the national capital with the driest and coldest
winter on record, with a hot dry summer on the way we had all save our pennies because | think we are all going to
get stung with some nasty water bills and there is not much we can do about that.

The growing season has kicked off with a feel of spring in the air for a short time and almost straight into summer
with some hot temperatures already registered. The high winds are driving us all crazy (the amount of tan bark |
have had to pick up off the greens is ridiculous and doing it regularly come on winds enough is enough) making it
hard to fertilise and water on the days that require it without mucking up the greens on the days that are scheduled
for bowls.

So, the greens are starting to grow and we are all trying to get them to jump so we can get stuck into our
renovations. Yep that time of year again. |am aware some of us will taking greens out early to middle of October.

Not much else to say as I'm sure everyone knows what this time of year is like and what lies ahead for us over the
next few months. Good luck to every one for what could be a crazy growing season.

« Capping
« Rubber Insertmn
 Line Markers

 Timing Ramps

78 Queen St Rochester Vic 3561 « E: sales@lawfordengineering.com.au
Kim 0429 845 346 - Peter 0418 505 557 - www.lawfordengineering.com.au
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Greenkeepers play Triples at Hat Head in September with David Croad

Tommy Smith Port City Bowling Club Retired.
NSWBGA Single 1972 R/up 1973

Peter Watts, Belconnen Bowling Club
NSWBGA Singles R/UP 2010

NSWBGA Pairs R/up 2012 with S Cooper
Federation Singles 2011 and 2017

Mark Wilcher, South West Rocks Bowling Club
Federation Fours 2017
Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year 2017

David Croad, Hat Head Bowling Club
NSWBGA Singles 2016

Cody Griffin, Kempsey Heights Bowling Club
School Based Apprentice at Hat Head B/C
Member of NSW CHS Country Squad

Smith, Peter Watts, Mark Wilcher, David Croad, Member of Zone 14 Junior Team
Cody Griffin, Chris Bannon, Jacob Bobeldyk

Chris Bannon, Hat Head Bowling Club

Player Profiles Manager Macleay District Cemeteries

Don Forrest, Kempsey Heights Bowling Club.

. . Jacob Bobeldyk Taren Point Bowling Club
Recently retired. NSWBGA Singles R/Up 1994 Employed at Sylvania Bowling Club. (Possible new

David Leeder Kempsey RSL Bowling Club Very NSWBGA member - Likes our jackets!)

casual Labourer at Hat Head Bowling Club Mark Wilcher and team were the only ones to

receive any prize money this year. Great to have
them all at Hat Head. Hope they all return 2018.

Suppliers of quality Turf Care products Y v
to the Sports Turf Industries &dmm

TURFCARE

\

_’ 5 [
VERR1S i
e ;

Fornasly known as @ Shane Eummﬂmﬂm 0425 280 300
Exclusive distributors of the world Andy Stankovic 0425 280 301
renowned Floratine Products Group Jan Kenney 0425 280 302
M Jono McPhillips 0425 280 303
Cameron Arthur 0425 280 304
Sports Turf Line Marking Paul Lierse 0425 280 305
Equipment Simon Cooper 0425 280 306
Damien Tucker 0402 735 BBT

0477 555 509

I
!

wiww.turfcarensw.com.au



Northern Rivers with Duncan Elphick

From the wettest part of the State in March and April
with the crippling floods, to the driest in September
according to the Bureau of Meteorology. That's been
ourlotup here inthe North East so farin 2017 ...

| guess everyone is battling with the changing
weather patterns, but they seem to be increasing in
their extremes. This would make for a ready excuse if
your surfaces were not where you may like them to
be, but mostly the greens around our parts have
wintered well and broadly speaking, are in good
shape.

October brought rains for the first time since June,
which in turn made the grass grow, which is good
right? Not if you're a bowler who was loving the
crispy dry 17+ second surfaces that most were able
to produce during the big dry. Some went in a bit
early with de-thatching implements and suffered as
the early spring growth never eventuated, mostly
because of the big dry. So recovery to the surfaces
was slow because the surfaces were still semi
dormant...even with the summer like temps we were
getting in early spring.

Our association has been very active throughout the
year with Bowls days held most recently at Nimbin
(Tiff Dwarf Shield), Lismore Heights, Ballina RSL and
Evans Head. Patronage has been strong with on
average 30 teams of fours give or take. We have
welcomed lluka and Yamba with both Jim Wheeler
and Graham Brown representing the Clarence River
area. We have already been down to lluka to return
thanks for their support and a trip to Yamba looms
largein 2018.

Unfortunately we embarrassed ourselves again this
year when we let Gold Coast Greenkeepers get the
better of us on our home patch at Nimbin in the Tiffy
Shield...next year is the 39"anniversary of the great
event and we will be going all out to wrestle the
prized trophy back from the boys north of the border
and plans are already afoot to host the 40" at the
home of Tiff in the Byron Shire.




Vale Tony James "Morgo" Morgan
21-12-1954 - 31-5-2017

By Duncan Elphick

Morgo started his Greenkeeping career in Adelaide at Marion Men’s
Bowling Club in 1976. He worked there for two years. In ‘78 he saw the |
light and moved to the East Coast of Australia and started a long working
relationship at Evans Head Bowling Club.

In 1982 he was involved with Moorooka Bowling club in Brisbane
preparing greens for the Commonwealth Games. He also spent a few
years through the early 2000s as an irrigation specialist around the
Northern Rivers, but the vast majority of his career was spent at Evans
Head Bowlo.

Tony's skill set was far beyond your average Greenkeeper...he was one of =™
those annoying blokes who could fix, build or design anything, and if =
Morgo did it , it was done right .He never meant to, but he made you feel
very inferior when discussing practical tasks because it was easy for him.
He was justa clever man, and a great ambassador for our trade.

The entire facility at Evans Head is a great working monument to Tony. From the backdoor to the front, his handy
work is everywhere and his expertise seemed to have no bounds. The NSWBGA rewarded Tony with 2013
Greenkeeper of the Year. We were all very happy to have seen him recognised for his efforts over the years, and
this was a proud time for him too, and rightfully so.

He was a mainstay of the Northern Rivers Greenkeepers Association and is sadly missed. Atrue Gentleman and a
great mate to many. Morgo was a very active community member in and around Evans Head involving himselfin
many charitable organisations, the local fire brigade and sporting clubs. He loved beach fishing and his FJ Land
Cruiser, but most of all he was a dedicated family man. Tony is survived by his wife Ruth, sons Lew and Joel and his
daughter Tonya and their children. Vale Tony Morgan. Rest In Peace.

CETE SOLUTIONS PTY LTD TRADING AS

:._.|||_|_._. ITATA T

CUTTING EDGE
TURF EQUIPMENT

*THE QUALITY IS IN THE CUT ¥

- Cylinder Grinding Service

Cameron Petrie

- Repair and Maintenance of all Cylinder Mowers

- Repair and Maintenance of Rollers and Implements 0402 773 789
- Prompt Turn-arcund

- Spare Parts

- Pickup and Delivery Service 0417 764 249

Darby Muller

Workshop (02) 8735 7205
Unit 3 / 10 Helles Avenue, Moorebank NSW 2170




Vale Gerald Richard (Dick) Pinkerton
By Col Ridge

Dick passed away peacefully on 4" October 2017, aged 88. Husband of June, father of Gary, Kerry & Susan.
He was loved by all in our greenkeeping fraternity.

Dick was a long-time member of the NSW Greenkeepers’ Association for many years during the period of the late
80's & 90's. He was also the Secretary of the NSW Greenkeepers Bowling club. He supported the NSW
Greenkeepers Bowling club, playing Pennants and attending all our State Carnivals, 1.D.B.A. days, Bateau Bay
days, Triangular days, or any other Greenkeepers days,

Dick would be one of the first there and one of the last to leave. Dick was quite a character, those of us who
remember him fondly will raise a glass to his memory. RIP.

PJC
portstu rf Frpier
702 9824 0811 i
The Cutting Edge

Precision Grinding that is second to none

Fertilizers, Herbicides and Pesticides

Grass Seed Queens

Soil and Water Testing Bowling Green Mowers & Rollers
Bowling Green Supplies

Line Marking Paint & Equipment Great deals on Financing
Spraying Equipment Call us for a guote!

Specialising in Cylinder Grinding

a proud Australian Family owned and managed Company

19



NSW Bowling Greenkeepers
State Championship Bowls Week 2018
Sunday 6" — Friday 11" May
Ballina RSL Bowling Club, Ballina NSW

Over $3,000 prize-money on offer

5200 Registration for the week includes Bowls, lunch daily and 3 nights
dinner

Singles and Pairs to be played (Single entries can be found a Pairs
partner if required)

Winners eligible to represent NSW at Australian Federation Week 2020
Plate tournament to be played for first round losers with $500+ on offer
Must be a financial member of the NSWBGA (if not S50 to be paid)
State uniform must be worn (uniforms available to be purchased from
Simon Cooper 0425 280 306)

Nominations can be made online at www.nswbga.com.au

or to Shannon White — Bowls Secretary on 0404 812 748 - Nominations
close Friday 13" April 2018

Draw for both Singles and Pairs will be done at 3pm on Wednesday 18"

April 2018 at Birrong Bowling Club
For more information and updates visit www.nswbga.com.au

Support your Association and be a part of this great

week at Ballina



NSW Bowling
Greenkeepers
Association.

2018/ 19 %@M@’g

Ballina RSL Club are proud hosts for the next two years of the NSWBGA championships and we welcome everyone to come and
enjoy our beautiful part of the Northern Rivers.

Ballina RSL Bowling Club is lucky to have the financial backing of our parent club the Ballina RSL Club. Both venues will be
utilized in May 2018/19. The Bowling Club is primarily a bowling facility although there is a strong social atmosphere among the
local punters. The original green was out the front of the existing clubhouse in River Street but in the early-mid 1980's Ballina
RSL Club purchased land (1.8 ha) on Canal Rd Ballina for a new facility to cater for the growing sport and local membership and
the new Ballina RSL Bowling Club was opened in 1986,

The main club is in River st Ballina (venues are 1.9 km apart or 4min drive) and is set on the majestic Richmond river rightin the
heart of town.

Ballina RSL Club is one of the most successful clubs in Northern NSW and recently finished a major renovation of the River St
complex, maximising the stunning views down the mighty Richmond River. The Club boasts all the modern trimmings needed
for a good time.

Both clubs are situated close to many motels and my best advice would be to stay in town or between both clubs. ... we will be
supplying a courtesy bus which will be doing the loop on a regular basis for ease of getting about town during the week.

Ballina is serviced by the Ballina /Byron Gateway Airport a one hour flight from Sydney and Newcastle and you can get
anywhere in Ballina within 10 minutes from the airport. Otherwise its an 8 hour drive from Sydney up the Pacific Highway.

Over the page is a map showing the whereabouts of both clubs, also accommodations and pricing/ratings for those
accommeodation options.

Hopefully I've wet the whistle so to speak and we get a strong field.

For those who have never experienced the fun times and good competition that takes place during NSWBGA Championship
week , | can say from my recent experiences in South West Rocks and Melbourne during Federation week the bonds made are
real and the opportunity to kick it amongst the brotherhood of Greenkeepers for a few days regardless of your bowling ability is
reward enough. You will have a great time.... Guaranteed!!

No doubt you will be hearing more about the event in future reports/magazines but if anyone has questions about

accommodation or the venues check the web sites : ballinarsl.com.au or discoverballina.com
________ oryou can call me 0488131364 if you want some local advice.

Cheers bG”iﬂU I"Sl
Duncan Elphick bDW | N g Cl U b

il




hotels, motels and resorts

To check availability and prices or make a boeking visit www.discoverbailina.com

INDICATIVE
‘ PROPERTY NAME & ADDRESS PHONE | ©HAN TARIFE
FBALLINA =0 ; R
Al Towris! Motel, 330 River Street 6688 2873 Frorm 575
| Avdon Gardens Motal, 18 Bangakow Road BERG 4094 From §108
Motor Inn, 325 River Strest B6ES 6366 Fram HI
Ballna Istand Motor Inn Best
£ Ronan Placs and River Streel BBEA BEGE | g ot | From 110
Ballina Manor Bowtigue Hotel
37 Marlon Sireet o BEHY BIAR From $139
Ballina Palms Boutique Motel
| Crv Bonbnick & Owen Strests poe Ses phisiciun
Baliina Travellers Lodge, 3638 Tamar Sireat | 8588 G737 From §118
| Ghaparral Motet, 286 River Streat 6688 3300 From §8§
| Coast nn Maotel, 311 River Street G686 3300 “From 583
Ballina Colonial Motel, 0 Bangalow Road 686 TE01 From §110 |
Comior inn All Seasons, Choice
301 River Strast 8508 2022 | ppress | From 4110
. Fun o Sun Motel, 471 River Sireel BEAE 3082 | From 38§
Ballma Heritage Inn, 226 Rver Stresl BEIE 505 | _From $130
Hi Cralt Molel, 207 River Strast BEIG BIEN From $25
Ballina Homestead
Crw Feix and Cheny Sirests 00 % Prom 489
Guality Hatel Ballina, Comglan Drive F908 88 | From $155_
_in fa Hotel & Guites, Martin Sreel BE18 1000 From 3185
Richmaond Motor Inn Golden
| 2 Fihver Straat 6686 9100 | e From §120
Riverside Holl 3E Fawcatt S BELY 00 From §1470
Slipway HotelMotel 58 “l\rll' Sh'lﬂ
Alstonville Seftiers Motel
1848 Ballina Road, Alslonville
Arrabella Gardan hl'l

Lt Buu:hnuuﬂ J‘Fllem-l G518 D000 FrumHH ]
Santa-Fe Moteld, 8 Byron Strant | B&aT 788 | | From §120 |

Fishery Creek
Bridge

< Lismore  Ballina CBD b
Richmond River

| PROPERTY NAME & ADDRESS

PHONE

INDICATIVE TARRWF
{irin nighis in
birackals)

Anpka-nhLm:!m Enhn P Emrﬂ:irru mﬂﬂﬂﬂm&ﬂi From $1458 inc b'tast {3
“Ballina Homestead, Crv Fox & Chery Strests ﬁﬁ% B35 (1)
![ wer & Towm, Tarrar ﬁﬁﬁﬁi_ AR )
Beachcoambier Son Callage, 18 Givia 51 W08 A3 S50 | | E1EE ()
| Carol's Cory Cormer, 1/10 Burnel St W18 07 3 B33 LF 130 (33 I |
Cariral Ballira Execitive Aparbmerd, U 621 Famads Comples | 0414 315575 | F 148 (3 == |
Fun “n' Sim Mobel, 571 River 31 504 e From £88
Girandviey I8, GERrchies 51 [ From $160 () |
| Ledsure-Lee Holkday Units, § Easion Plce B8 2470 Fram S11E (1)
Cotlage, Ba Burnal o = = 5508 JTEA Froem $180 (3
Rar _'_H':lll‘l&ltﬂ.,.! Martn 51 BE18 1000 Fram 5165
| Rrverside Haoll Apariments, 325 Foscell 5t _| 5881 ¥ _|Freen §320 (1)
| Willa Riiveera, 31 Herey Phip Ave D413 752 755 | Free 5216 3)
Absalile Baach Front FRATSAT1
I7 Balina Sirest Lennos Head O4GT 677 672 | Froem 5160 par nighl
Allez Pacitic Rose 31d Pmnacle Row 0231 15808 | Froe 5750 (3 fighl mia) |
Larnax Baach Resodl, 7 Park Lars T 1 Ergm §185
Lennax Beschirant Escape, Lind 47, 77 Balica Streat | BT TETR From 5175
Lahasare in Lennax Head S 5 | BEe Firom %040 (3 right min| |
| Lannox Helid | 20-21 Paclic Paiece AT Sal0 From $190
Bambah, 16 Hayner Lane, Lenngx Head BRSS 3844 From S50
Santa Fe Mobel & Moliday Unfts, 3 Byron Strest, Lennox Head BEET TTHE ;'a';jlﬁm SR
" Warves Lenmoz Head, 'B0GS Balna Sheet “BEAT a380 From $160 - £300
ASYER L CEREHE: R RN S o - : s
| Adwtonville Country Coftagen, T Alstorribe Cumelery Fid s 1650 Froim $180
| dmmnima’s Gl 13 Jofgansens Lane, Brookinl AT T TEY | From ) —
LmFmMMWKMnD-MT £ D413 358 464 | From S395 (4) |
Pirws cn the Plaleaw, 7 Corverys Lane, Wolorgtar v RRIT] ::"'" ": ',:..'. n:;?“-t
& # SR, 47 Mages Lane, Famegh BAET LAY i‘mn'!_g [T A
[ Tallaringa Views, {344 Enam Road, Allonyile S S0 me_sj_{g‘imw. {7 |

caravan, tent & holiday parks

TAARIF RANGE
=TES [ EREHE
T
PROFEATY HAME & ADDRESS | PHONE EHAR |
-
POWERED | POWERED Basic SELUEE
Batling Gardens
:M:’“mhdbum_!ﬂ.- B30 7478 Ml prwssiadl | From $30 From 380 Fenm B0
mmm.mm il s ] From$3T | From$900 | Feom 8120
o Dt Bt S BEG 3953 Pacomnt | o From$38 | From3se | From 38
ﬂ':‘um.u. o0eG 2584 WA From $33 From $80 [y
Dalphin Bay Beach Willags
440 Soutty Bulbrm Seach R, ann 147 IREIERY T P i
Dursrs on Shelly
Ti) Sty Besach R Barnt B | D000 2514 From S5 | bk E:m"‘h'“ ::_.
Plat Rk Tt Paik -5
30 Flal Fock Fiowd, Bast Baline | 000 o4 po v, [ [ -
availablo | |
Horth Sossi Hellday Paris I T
ey - Hlpoversd | Fom$30 | Foe 88 | From $1%
Sivar Strosi, Raling Holidey Parks il 14
Lennos Heaa Harth Coanl [
Puacic Puacs, Lusnsz Head SR | ity e | PomED | Fromi | Pomd | i
Bosiths Coaen Holatay Paks. ;
AT BEEG 1326 it Cioan M
| ¥ EBrighinn Strret £ st Dby Halidey Pty | o128 From 53 From $120 | From 3975
i 1
0 Fimiice Iecad, Wariel SGEY 4T From$2l | Fom32S | Femdes | Femim
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Notices

Frequently Asked
Questions: Awards &
Pay Rates

What can | do if my take-
home pay is lower than
the modern award?

You can’t have your take-
home pay reduced as a
result of the commencement
of the new Fair Work
System. Modern awards
commenced on 1 January
2010, along with the new
National Employment
Standards.

The commencement of
these new entitlements is
not intended to result in
employees receiving a pay
cut. If you believe your
take-home pay has been
cut, you can apply to Fair
Work Australia to make a
‘take home pay order’.

What is a take-home pay
order?

A take-home pay order can
preserve your existing rates
of pay while you remain in
the same job. It can apply
to wages and allowances,
as well as incentive based
payments and overtime. An
order can apply to an
individual or a class of
employees or outworkers

who are in a similar position.

A take-home pay order

can be made if:

« A modern award applies
to the employee or
employees, and

« The employee or
employees are in the
same job as they were
before the modern award
commenced, and

« The amount of the
employees’ take-home

23

Available now -
Relief
Greenkeeper

Ray Cooper is an
experienced
greenkeeper with
more than 35
years experience,
currently available
for relief
greenkeeping
statewide.

If you need an
extra pair of hands
or holiday relief,
please contact
Ray on 0421 004
642.

pay for working the same
sort of hours or the same
sort of work has been
reduced, and

« This reduction in take-
home pay has occurred
because of the
commencement of the
modern award.

Who can apply for a take-
home pay order?

You or your union can apply
to Fair Work Australia for a
take-home pay order. In
addition, a person acting on
your behalf or on behalf of a
class of employees may

apply.

An application for a take-
home pay order can also be
made by an organisation
representing outworkers on
behalf of those outworkers.



TURF AERATION SPECIALISTS
SERVICES INCLUDE:

@ We have Toro Hydrojects for aeration, improved water infiltration and
compaction relief with minimal disturbance of your playing surface.

@ We have Verti - Drains for deep tine aeration with either solid (8 to
19mm x 300mm) or hollow tines (16 to 19mm x 250mm).

We have Coremasters for 5/8”, 1/2” and Mini Tine coring.
A tractor mounted scarifier with catcher.
Turf shaving.

Walk behind topdressing unit.

®@ ©®© @ @

The SHATTER MASTER or VIBRA MASTER are available for sub-
surface aeration and drainage.

Richard has had 9 years experience as a golf course Superintendent and has been in the
turf industry for 30 years. He will provide a professional quality service at a competitive
price.

For all turf renovation needs:
Contact Richard Booth
P.O. Box 125
Hawks Nest, N.S.W, 2324
Mobile: (0427) 475 049
Home: (02) 49 970 647




