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There is much that I could touch on 
in this report with events such as 
Federation Week in Melbourne, 
and Legends Day (although 
washed out many a yarn was 
spun. )  We look  fo rward  to 
sampling your greens at Engadine 
in 2018 Matthew Keough! 

I am going to put these to one side 
for the moment and put forward an issue that is 
becoming more and more important for the turf 
industry and in particular the bowling fraternity. This 
is the ever decreasing number of both apprentices 
entering the industry and tradesmen to fill vacant 
roles.

The subject of apprentices is a subject that has been 
openly discussed both formally and informally over 
the last few years. Not only has this been a topic of 
interest at our Conference days, but has been a hot 
topic both with the AGCSA and the National Turf 
Working Group which is comprised of TAFE teachers 
from across the nation along with representation 
from many turf associations including NSWBGA, 
AGCSA and STA . 

Most commonly discussed are the issues of:

Ÿ The lack  o f  app l i can ts  fo r  adver t i sed              
positions;

Ÿ The quality (or lack thereof) of applicants;
Ÿ The poor perception of the industry reducing 

interest;
Ÿ Ever tightening of budgets restricting employment 

opportunities; and
Ÿ The lack of employment opportunities at the 

completion of training.

Now many ideas have been raised on these matters 
with some at small scale and individually 
implemented, such as making contact with school 
career advisers and educating them on the many 
facets of the turf industry and different avenues that 
can be pursued. 

Others are as simple as taking longer to select the 
right applicant, even if this means re-advertising 
multiple times, conducting your own LLC test during 
interviewing, all good ideas that require us as 
custodians to pursue.

Some of the more large scale ideas revolved around 
media with ideas including a reality type program 
based around a major event, in our case maybe the 
Australian Open or Commonwealth Games, to more 
traditional advertising based around the above topics 
on industry perception and awareness to the diverse 
opportunities that are available to quality trained 
professionals.

Since relocating to northern inland NSW two years 
ago, this topic has become more important, having 
seen firsthand the problems that arise from low 
apprentice enrolments and tradesmen retention, 
with many clubs struggling to fill vacant positions or 
opting to fall back on voluntary labour. This then adds 
again to perception issues with surface qualities of 
said venues often rapidly degenerating.

I hope in some way highlighting this topic now will 
have an easing effect or give some ideas for when 
next looking to put on an employee.

Sadly, the Association has farewelled another two 
long standing members, Tony Morgan and Dick 
Pinkerton, with a short tribute included in this edition. 
On behalf of the Association we offer our 
condolences to the family and friends of these great 
men.

In happier news, congratulations to South West 
Rocks greenkeeper Mark Wilcher on being named 
2017 Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year.  Mark has 
presented excel lent  greens for  the State 
Championships held in South West Rocks and 
makes a great contribution to our industry. Thank you 
to Living Turf for their ongoing support of this 
prestigious award for our Association.

As this is the last edition of The Bowling Greenkeeper 
for 2017, I would like to wish everyone all the very 
best for the Festive Season.

Thank you for your support, enthusiasm and 
participation in the Association and our signature 
events this year, including Federation Week and 
Legends Day, as well as your local activities, and we 
look forward to a great program in 2018.

President’s Report with Mick Woods
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Rep’s Report

MIKE DARLINGTON, LIVING TURF
TEL: 0407 100 606 mdarlington@livingturf.com

The renovation season is in 
full swing and the conditions 
have been ok, if not very dry.  
Our driest September on 
record says it all, with the 
majority of renovated greens 
under a bit of stress until the 
rain came, around the 20 – 
22 October.  Hopefully we 
will see some follow up 

moisture in the near future.  I know the northern 
greenies will be abusing me, with all the rain they’ve 
had, but Sydney, Illawarra and the South Coast were 
desperate.  The dreaded ground pearl is appearing 
already as is couch mite with the warmish dry 
conditions. Once again there are quite a few greens 
being converted to tiffdwarf this season.

Bankstown Sports Club who run Birrong Sports Club 
and Bankstown Bowling Club, have taken over 
Greenacre Bowling Club, who have been struggling 
for some time.  

They have put a lot of money into the refurbishment 
of the club and it looks very good.  Hopefully this will 
see Greenacre continue for a long period of time.  
Shannon White has left Northmead Bowling Club to 
work with Adam Troth and his staff for Bankstown 
Sports.  

Brent Norman at Cabra Vale Diggers is now Greens 
and Bowls Administrator at the club in an endeavour 
to promote bowls there.  By all accounts Brent has 
already made a big difference.  He will be busy 
overseeing both aspects at the club.

Unfortunately another to add to the list - East-
Roseville Bowling Club has closed its doors and 
merged with Lindfield Bowling Club.

I hope the renovation season goes well for everyone 
and being the last rep’s report before Christmas, on 
behalf of Living Turf, I wish all members and their 
families all the best for the season and the New Year 
and hope Santa is good to all of you. 
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The 2017 Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year 
award was presented at the annual Peter 
Mobbs’ Shield at Engadine Bowling Club in 
July. Mark Wilcher, the Head Greenkeeper at 
South West Rocks Country Club, received 
this great award.  

A special mention must also be made to the two 
other finalists, Phil Townsend (Merrylands 
Bowling Club) and Brent McCristal (Chatswood 
Bowling Club).

Mark was destined to become a greenkeeper. At 
just 13 years old Mark chose lawn bowls as a 
school sport. Growing up just 200 metres away 
from the local Telarah Bowling Club, it was the 
best way he could be home nice and quick from 
school! Little did he know 35 odd years later he’d 
be one of the best greenkeepers in NSW.

After finishing school Mark commenced his 
greenkeeping career in 1985 at Telarah Bowling 
Club and since then hasn’t looked back! Mark 
spent seven years at Telarah under Geoff Clack 
before being persuaded up the road to Lorn Park 
Bowling Club where he would spend the next 17 
years in charge.

In 2008 Mark made the move up to South West 
Rocks Country Club. With three greens and a 
large surrounding area to maintain Mark is 
constantly busy. Mark is assisted by Nathan 
Moore. The NSWBGA had the privilege of 
playing on Mark’s greens during the 2015-16 
State Championship weeks. All greenkeepers in 
attendance would agree that the quality of the 
greens and surrounds are the result of the 
dedication Mark puts into is work.

Mark said winning the 
L i v i n g  T u r f 
Greenkeeper of the 
Year for 2017 was a 
highlight of his career.

“It was a real honour to 
b e  n a m e d 
Greenkeeper of the 
Year for 2017.”

Mark said hosting the 
State Championship 
Bowls Weeks in 2015 and 2016 was another 
highlight.

“We loved having the NSW Greenkeepers here 
for the State Championships and it was great to 
get so much positive feedback about my greens.

“I also enjoy being a part of our industry 
associations, the NSWBGA and our local Mid 
North Coast Greenkeepers Association, where I 
have held roles of President and currently Vice 
President,” he said.

As well as being a talented greenkeeper, Mark 
is pretty handy at bowls - proving that the 
choice of lawn bowls for school sport paid off, 
winning the Australian Greenkeepers Fours.

Pictured: South West Rocks Country Club 
greens in action, and Mark Wilcher at Federation 
Week 2017.

The NSWBGA and Living Turf congratulate 
Mark on a great achievement in winning the 
2017 Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year.

Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year



Persistent patch diseases on Tifdwarf bowling greens 
in northern NSW   By Gary W. Beehag (Sydney) 

Patch diseases of Tifdwarf 
bowling and golf greens in 
coastal northern NSW caused 
by known species of soil-borne 
fungi are Spring dead patch and 
Take-all patch. Their respective 
causal agents are members of 
the genera Ophiosphaerella 
(formerly Leptosphaeria) and 
Gaeumannomyces. 

Fortunately, much is known of 
t h e i r  b i o l o g y  a n d  t h e 
predisposing factors influencing 
disease development by these 
p a t h o g e n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Gaeumannomyces.
 Furthermore, fungicides are 
r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t u r f g r a s s 
app l i ca t i on  aga ins t  bo th 
diseases, particularly for Spring 
dead patch. 

However, a recent sojourn in 
July to the coastal regions of 
northern NSW and south east 
Queensland highlighted the 
widespread occurrence and 
continual persistence of more 
than one distinctive patch 
disease symptom, other than 
Spring dead patch, on bowling 
greens. 

T h e  o b s e r v e d  d i s e a s e 
symptoms on affected Tifdwarf 
bowling greens ranged from 
being barely visible to most 
obvious despite the green’s 
partial dormancy. The disease 
symptoms in question are not 
new having been known as early 
as the 1980’s by now-retired 
greenkeepers. Clearly, the 
patch diseases in question are 
symptomatic of one or more soil-
borne fungi or possibly a 
turfgrass root-disease complex. 

The management issue for 
bowling greenkeepers is the 
inability to predict and effectively 
reduce the incidence and 
severity of these patch diseases 
without knowing the true causal 
agent(s) nor their precise, 
predisposing environmental 
factors. 

This purpose of this article is to 
d e s c r i b e  t h e  p a t c h - t y p e 
symptoms in question, outline 
results of limited pathological 
isolations and identifications 
a n d ,  d i s c u s s  s u g g e s t e d 
management options. However, 
it must be emphasised the 
number of diseased Tifdwarf 
samples collected from bowling 
g r e e n s  d i s p l a y i n g  t h e s e 
symptoms in the northern 
r e g i o n s  t o  v e r i f y  b y 
reproducible, pathological 
methodologies the causal agent 
remains limited. Thus, only 
s u g g e s t i o n s  n o t 
recommendations can be made 
at this time. 

Patch disease symptoms 
The recently observed patch 
disease symptoms in question 
on affected Tifdwarf bowling 
g reens  compr i sed  e i t he r 
relatively small, irregularly-
sized, completely blighted 
patches or larger-sized, straw-
coloured annulus-rings. On 
some affected bowling greens, 
both described patch-type 
symptoms were observed on 
the one green. The relatively 
small-sized, blighted patches 
(Figure One) ranged from 5-
10cm diameter. 

T h e s e  b l i g h t e d  p a t c h e s 
sometimes numbered in their 
hundreds across some affected 
bowling greens. 

The larger-sized, annulus-ring 
symptoms were generally more 
distinct. Club members and 
visitors alike would no doubt be 
intrigued as to the unusual 
geometry of multiple, circular 
rings. On the worst affected 
greens, the severity of the 
annulus-r ings would have 
clearly impacted on the roll of 
the bowl. 

The  observed  la te -s tage 
s y m p t o m  ( F i g u r e  T w o ) 
comprised roughly-circular rings 
varying from 10-40cm diameter 
or more. 

Typically, some annulus-rings 
coalesce or partially joining 
having relatively unaffected 
centres. 

The annulus-rings occurred 
randomly in groups across the 
affected green, adjacent the 
plinths even on the higher-
mown banks at some bowling 
clubs.

Figure One: Small-sized, patches on a Tifdwarf bowling green 
(Image courtesy Gary Beehag)
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Observations by greenkeepers 
managing affected bowling 
greens indicates the described 
symptoms initially appear in 
autumn coinciding with falling 
t e m p e r a t u r e s  a n d 
commencement  o f  par t ia l 
dormancy.  The symptoms 
remain partly visible through 
autumn and winter depending on 
g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n  a n d 
seasonal conditions.

In late spring/early summer the 
symptoms typically become 
problematic resulting in partial 
loss of the bowling surface, 
again depending on location and 
cond i t ions .  The d iseased 
patches in question may re-
occur each year in the same 
areas of affected greens. On 
other bowling greens, the 
prominence of the symptom has 
also been observed to decline 
even disappear over time. 

S o i l - b o r n e  f u n g i  o n 
couchgrass roots
Like all plant roots, couchgrass 
(Cynodon) cultivars develop 
complex, microbial associations. 

T h e s e  r o o t - m i c r o b i a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  r a n g e  f r o m 
beneficial (e.g. Pseudomonas 
bacteria, Trichoderma fungi) 
through to pathogenic (e.g. 
G a e u m a n n o m y c e s , 
O p h i o s p h a e r e l l a )  f u n g a l 
species. 

Turfgrass soil biology is complex 
being far from understood by soil 
m i c r o b i o l o g i s t s  o r  p l a n t 
pathologists.  The species 
diversity of soil-borne fungi 
colonising couchgrass roots and 
stems remains unclear.

The key issue for experienced 
laboratory diagnosticians and 
plant pathologists attempting to 
isolate and potentially identify 
soil-borne pathogens is firstly to 
look in the right place (ie. stems 
a n d  r o o t s ) .  A c c u r a t e 
identification of the primary (not 
s e c o n d a r y )  p a t h o g e n ( s ) 
r equ i r es  t ime -consum ing 
l a b o r a t o r y  t e c h n i q u e s . 
Laboratory methodologies 
commence by sectioning of 
affected root and stem tissues, 
cul tur ing isolated fungi in 
nutrient agar (Figure Three) and 
even employing complex DNA 
techniques in an attempt to 
classify and identify new fungal 
species. Regrettably over the 
y e a r s ,  m i s d i a g n o s i s  a n d 
incorrect  repor t ing of  the 
p robab le ,  p r imary  causa l 
agent(s) has resulted in the 
current state of confusion about 
the true causal agent(s) of patch-
type diseases and Tifdwarf 
bowling and Tifgreen (328) golf 
greens in the northern regions. 

As already stated, the symptoms 
in question on affected bowling 
greens are consistent with one 
or more soil-borne fungi or 
possibly a fungal, root disease 

c o m p l e x .  T h e  s y m p t o m s 
observed and described above 
are not singly those of Brown 
Patch (Rhizoctonia spp.) nor 
S p r i n g  D e a d  P a t c h 
(Ophiosphaerella spp.). Several 
Rhizoctonia-like fungi have been 
isolated in NSW from diseased 
couchgrass. The causal agent of 
S p r i n g  D e a d  P a t c h  o n 
couchgrass in Australia was first 
identified by Dr. Alan Smith 
(Sydney) in the early 1960’s.  

I n  1999  D r.  Pe rcy  Wong 
confirmed Gaeumannomyces 
graminis var. avenae, the Take-
all patch fungus, being the 
causal agent of similar ring-type 
patches long observed to occur 
on Tifdwarf golf greens at Ocean 
Shores in northern NSW. This 
c o n fi r m a t i o n  w a s  h i g h l y 
significant from a turfgrass 
pathological perspective as 
being the first time this take-all 
fungal variety had been isolated 
from damaged couchgrass in 
Australia. Further work on 
couchgrass root-infecting fungi 
was initiated in 2000 by Drs. 
Marcelle and Graham Stirling 
(Brisbane). 

Since then, Dr Percy Wong, a 
Senior Research Fellow from the 
Universi ty of Sydney, has 
worked on the identification of 
several of these ERI (ectotrophic 
root-infecting) fungal diseases 
(refer to references). In 2002, he 
proved that the cause of a patch 
disease in buffalo grass and 
couchgrass called Wongoonoo 
Patch was caused by a new 
species of Gaeumannomyces, 
w h i c h  h e  n a m e d 
Gaeumannomyces wongoonoo 
(“wongoonoo” is an Aboriginal 
word for “grass”). In 2012, he 
found the cause of Summer 
Decline to be a new species of 
f ungus ,  wh ich  he  named 
Magnaporthe griffinii and the 
cause of Adelaide Patch to be 
a n o t h e r  n e w  s p e c i e s , 
Magnaporthe garrettii. However, 
fungal taxonomists have now 
renamed these fungi as Wongia 
griffinii and Wongia garrettii 
respectively (Khemmuk et al. 
2016).

Figure Two: Larger-sized, annulus-rings on Tifdwarf bowling green 
(Image courtesy Gary Beehag)



More recently, he described 
a n o t h e r  n e w  f u n g u s , 
Phialocephala bamuru, which is 
the cause of a serious disease 
called Fairway Patch on golf 
fairways predominantly in the 
Sydney region. However, the 
disease has now spread to other 
parts of NSW, Queensland, 
Victoria and Western Australia. It 
has also been found in one 
bowling club in Victoria. 

Therefore, it is highly likely that 
there are more new diseases 
and  funga l  pa thogens  o f 
t u r f g r a s s e s  i n c l u d i n g 
couchgrass cultivars to be 
i d e n t i fi e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . 
Unfortunately, the reasons 
underlying the emergence of 
these new fungal pathogens will 
probably never be truly known. 
Changes in cultural practices or 
pesticide usage? Who knows? 

So the fundamental question 
remains – what is the causal 
agent(s) responsible for these

small-sized, blighted patches 
and larger-diameter annulus-
ring-type patches in question. 
Could it be another ascomycete 
fungi possibly in the genus 
G a e u m a n n o m y c e s , 
M a g n a p o r t h i o p s i s , 
Phia locephala or  another 
undescribed fungal species? 

In an attempt to answer these 
questions, methodical and time-
c o n s u m i n g ,  l a b o r a t o r y 
techniques commencing with 
microscopic ident ificat ion, 
fungal isolation, culturing, 
identification through to DNA 
t e c h n i q u e s  h a v e  t o  b e 
undertaken by experienced and 
qual ified persons in plant 
pathology. Herein lies one of the 
p r o b l e m s  f o r  b o w l i n g 
greenkeepers  and o thers 
anxious for an early, definitive 
diagnosis. 

Precise identification of the 
causal agent(s) of diseased 
turfgrass is only possible with 

correct sampling, appropriate 
preservation methods and rapid 
d i s p a t c h  o f  s a m p l e s . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  i m p r o p e r 
sampling together with lack of 
samp le  p reserva t ion  has 
probably further resulted in 
d iagnos t i c ians  and  p lan t 
pathologists not identifying the 
true identity of the causal 
a g e n t ( s )  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e 
symptoms in question. 

What of biological, cultural 
even chemical options?
As previously stated, turfgrass 
soil biology is complex. Most 
plant pathologists take the view 
it is impossible to physiologically 
separate plants (hosts) from 
certain pathogens (bacteria, 
fungi, nematodes, virus) in the 
long term. This is particularly 
true for pathogens that possess 
an inherent ability to partly 
penetrate and inhabit turfgrass 
root and stem tissues. After all, 
p lant  root  d isease is  the 
interaction of a susceptible host 
plant with its pathogen(s) in a 
common soil environment.

This is where the distinction 
must be made between the 
words “management”  and 
“control” applicable to these 
fungal root diseases. 

Populat ions of soi l -borne, 
pa thogen ic  fung i  may be 
managed using appropriate 
cultural practices (e.g. soil 
a e r a t i o n  a n d  t h a t c h 
m i n i m i s a t i o n )  b u t  n e v e r 
eliminated (ie. controlled) in the 
long term. Turfgrass pathogens 
do re-occur which indicates their 
population thus the disease has 
only been managed in the short 
term. 

Only an integrated, ecological 
approach using appropriate and 
proven biological, cultural and 
chemical technologies will come 
close to long-term management 
of these soil-borne, couchgrass 
diseases. 

Figure Three: Fungal pathogen growing out of diseased couchgrass 
root pieces on an agar plate (Image courtesy Dr. Percy Wong) 
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Biological options 
A biological approach to the 
management  o f  so i l -borne 
d i s e a s e s  u t i l i s e s  k n o w n 
antagonistic microflora (e.g. 
certain bacteria and fungi). 
Microbial antagonists may be 
in t roduced  in  the  fo rm o f 
composts (e.g. fowl manure) or 
commercially-available products 
that contain beneficial bacteria 
(e.g. Bacillus, Pseudomonas or 
Streptomyces) or fungal (e.g. 
Gliocladium and Trichoderma) 
species. Whilst correct utilisation 
of proven microbial antagonists is 
to be encouraged, their long-term 
effectiveness in the turfgrass soil 
envi ronment against  many 
recognised soil-borne fungi 
remains unclear. To have any 
effect, antagonistic microflora 
populations must remain high. 
Further, the efficacy of soil-
applied products (e.g. Basamid) 
that release isothiocynates into 
the soil against turfgrass soil-
borne fungi  has yet  to  be 
demonstrated. 

Cultural options 
O n e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n 
denominators recently observed 
on affected bowling greens during 
the trip was the varying degree of 
thatch accumulation. 

In general, the presence of the 
described patch diseases was 
more common and pronounced 
on bowling greens having a 
greater accumulation of thatch, 
as judged when walking across or 
touching the playing surface. 

Excessive thatch accumulation 
has long been demonstrated to 
act as an absorbent of applied 
pesticides including fungicides. 
Thus it would be reasonable to 
suggest that thatch minimisation 
(ie. grooming, scarification, 
tyning, etc) practices would aid 
management of these patch 
diseases. On aged greens, 
characterized by excessive 
thatch accumulation, complete 
physical removal and vegetative 
re-establishment of the bowling 
surface, as practiced by some 
bowling greenkeepers, may be 
the most appropriate practice 
over the long-term in managing 
these diseases. 

Fungicide options
Without knowing the true causal 
a g e n t ( s )  o f  t h e  d i s e a s e 
s y m p t o m s  i n  q u e s t i o n , 
suggestions only can be made as 
to fungicide applications. In NSW 
at this time, several active 
ingredients have tur fgrass 
registration as fungicides against 
so-called ERI diseases. Active 
ingredients currently registered 
as fungicides against certain ERI 
fungi  inc lude t r iademenol , 
tebuconazole plus trifloxystrobin 
a n d  a z o x y s t r o b i n  p l u s 
triticonazole. Always consult 
fungicide labels for specific 
details. 

However, bowling greenkeepers 
are again reminded that potential 
long-term management of soil-
borne turfgrass diseases in 
particular may only be realised 
through an integrated approach 
u s i n g  p r o v e n  b i o l o g i c a l , 
a p p r o p r i a t e  c u l t u r a l  a n d 
registered fungicides against 
known pathogens. The overall 
goal in attempting to manage soil-
borne, turfgrass pathogens must 
be to encourage and maintain an 
e x t e n s i v e  a n d  h e a l t h y , 
functioning root system. There is 
no substitute for a root system 
that can recuperative from root 
disease. 

What of resistance couchgrass 
cultivars? It is plausible to 
suggest  the morphological 
variation long observed to occur 
in Tifdwarf and Tifgreen may 
partly account for the presence of 
the patch diseases in question 
within individual and between 
certain greens. Certain Tifdwarf 
and Tifgreen variants and other 
couchgrass cu l t ivars  (e .g . 
Champion and TifEagle) may 
possess  a  degree o f  less 
susceptibility (more tolerance) to 
these patch diseases. A most 
worthwhile investigation but one 
which requires considerable 
funding, time and patience. 

Contact the author
Final ly,  in terested bowl ing 
greenkeepers are encouraged to 
c o n t a c t  t h e  a u t h o r 
(beehag50@bigpond.com or 
0455 188 936) should they wish 
to pursue fungal isolations in 

order to accurately identify the 
causal agent(s). They may also 
contact Dr Percy Wong directly: 
percy.wong@sydney.edu.au or 
0416 853 996. 

Perhaps if enough diseased 
Tifdwarf even Tifgreen samples 
are collected from a range of 
geographic locations from greens 
throughout the northern rivers 
r e g i o n  a n d ,  c o n c l u s i v e 
identifications are made, agro-
chemical companies may be 
encouraged to conduct efficacy 
and phytotoxic i ty t r ia ls for 
pesticide registration purposes 
against the patch diseases in 
question.
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Around the Associations

Carnival Day
th

Monday 14  August saw the annual Mid North Coast 
Greenkeepers Carnival Day take place under sunny 
skies at Kempsey Macleay RSL Bowling Club. The 
beers were flowing and the smiles were wide as 70 
men took to the greens on what was a great day for 
bowls.

Clubs from Coffs Harbour down to Port Macquarie 
entered teams and as the mini busses arrived it was 
obvious by the laughter and sledging that the boys 
had started early for the long journey to Royal 
Kempsey.

As the only annual fundraising opportunity our 
association has it was fantastic to see so many turn 
up and take part in our carnival day. With two games 
of bowls, lunch and raffles the punters raised just 
over $1000 for the Association. This money goes 
towards funding the greenkeepers association 
meetings, Christmas party and our annual donation 
to the Give Me Five For Kids charity.

Each club donated gifts for the raffle table and with 
more prizes than you can poke a stubbie holder at it 
was clearly a highlight of the afternoon. 

Skips dobbed in their team mates and fines collected 
for wrong biases, double measures and removing 
team mates bowls from the head also added to the 
overall fundraising kitty. 

A well-timed toucher saw great cries of elation as 
that rink headed in for a free beer with lucky lead, 
second, third and skip ends adding an enjoyable 
element to the day. 

It all came down to a one bowl shoot out with all two 
game winners to duke it out for this year’s bragging 
rights. With the tension high and an excess of 
instruction from the side lines, Sawtell took the prize 
and walked away with meat trays and stubbie 
holders. Runners up took away a couple of boxes of 
beer and stubbie holders, and I’m pretty sure 
everyone else got a stubbie holder by the end of the 
day too.

A big thank you to all those that helped organise the 
day, those that took part and to Kempsey Macleay 
RSL Club for sponsoring the day. A special mention 
goes out to Rocky Stone for all his assistance with 
organising and overseeing the day, thanks mate.

Our greenkeepers association is a terrific asset and 
provides great opportunities for greenkeepers to get 
together and talk turf  wi th local  industry 
professionals because let’s face it, no one else gives 
two bits about your fungal problems or your 
grooming habits. Thanks again to everyone for all 
the support.

Mid North Coast with Danny Knight & Craig Hayfield
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Well Mother Nature sure is playing games with us down here in the national capital with the driest and coldest 

winter on record, with a hot dry summer on the way we had all save our pennies because I think we are all going to 

get stung with some nasty water bills and there is not much we can do about that.

The growing season has kicked off with a feel of spring in the air for a short time and almost straight into summer 

with some hot temperatures already registered. The high winds are driving us all crazy (the amount of tan bark I 

have had to pick up off the greens is ridiculous and doing it regularly come on winds enough is enough) making it 

hard to fertilise and water on the days that require it without mucking up the greens on the days that are scheduled 

for bowls.

So, the greens are starting to grow and we are all trying to get them to jump so we can get stuck into our 

renovations. Yep that time of year again.  I am aware some of us will taking greens out early to middle of October.

Not much else to say as I’m sure everyone knows what this time of year is like and what lies ahead for us over the 

next few months.  Good luck to every one for what could be a crazy growing season.

ACT with Peter Watts
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Pictured: Don Forrest, David Leeder, Tommy 
Smith, Peter Watts, Mark Wilcher,  David Croad, 
Cody Griffin, Chris Bannon, Jacob Bobeldyk

Greenkeepers play Triples at Hat Head in September with David Croad

Player Profiles
Don Forrest, Kempsey Heights Bowling Club. 
Recently retired. NSWBGA Singles R/Up 1994

David Leeder Kempsey RSL Bowling Club  Very 
casual Labourer at Hat Head Bowling Club

Tommy Smith Port City Bowling Club Retired. 
NSWBGA Single 1972 R/up 1973

Peter Watts, Belconnen Bowling Club
NSWBGA Singles R/UP 2010
NSWBGA Pairs R/up 2012 with S Cooper
Federation Singles 2011 and 2017

Mark Wilcher, South West Rocks Bowling Club
Federation Fours 2017
Living Turf Greenkeeper of the Year 2017

David Croad, Hat Head Bowling Club
NSWBGA Singles 2016

Cody Griffin, Kempsey Heights Bowling Club
School Based Apprentice at Hat Head B/C
Member of NSW CHS Country Squad
Member of Zone 14 Junior Team

Chris Bannon, Hat Head Bowling Club
Manager Macleay District Cemeteries

Jacob Bobeldyk Taren Point Bowling Club
Employed at Sylvania Bowling Club. (Possible new 
NSWBGA member - Likes our jackets!)

Mark Wilcher and team were the only ones to 
receive any prize money this year. Great to have 
them all at Hat Head. Hope they all return 2018.



Matthew Keough Hydroject
Perfect for soil decompaction any time of year

Based in Sydney, call 0411 301 570

From the wettest part of the State in March and April 
with the crippling floods, to the driest in September 
according to the Bureau of Meteorology. That's been 
our lot up here in the North East so far in 2017... 
I guess everyone is battling with the changing 
weather patterns, but they seem to be increasing in 
their extremes. This would make for a ready excuse if 
your surfaces were not where you may like them to 
be, but mostly the greens around our parts have 
wintered well and broadly speaking, are in good 
shape. 

October brought rains for the first time since June, 
which in turn made the grass grow, which is good 
right?  Not if you're a bowler who was loving the 
crispy dry 17+ second surfaces that most were able 
to produce during the big dry.  Some went in a bit 
early with de-thatching implements and suffered as 
the early spring growth never eventuated, mostly 
because of the big dry. So recovery to the surfaces 
was slow because the surfaces were still semi 
dormant...even with the summer like temps we were 
getting in early spring.

Our association has been very active throughout the 
year with Bowls days held most recently at Nimbin 
(Tiff Dwarf Shield), Lismore Heights, Ballina RSL and 
Evans Head. Patronage has been strong with on 
average 30 teams of fours give or take. We have 
welcomed Iluka and Yamba with both Jim Wheeler 
and Graham Brown representing the Clarence River 
area. We have already been down to Iluka to return 
thanks for their support and a trip to Yamba looms 
large in 2018. 

Unfortunately we embarrassed ourselves again this 
year when we let Gold Coast Greenkeepers get the 
better of us on our home patch at Nimbin in the Tiffy 

th Shield…next year is the 39 anniversary of the great 
event and we will be going all out to wrestle the 
prized trophy back from the boys north of the border 

thand plans are already afoot to host the 40  at the 
home of Tiff in the Byron Shire.

Northern Rivers with Duncan Elphick



Morgo started his Greenkeeping career in Adelaide at Marion Men’s 
Bowling Club in 1976.  He worked there for two years. In ‘78 he saw the 
light and moved to the East Coast of Australia and started a long working 
relationship at Evans Head Bowling Club.

In 1982 he was involved with Moorooka Bowling club in Brisbane 
preparing greens for the Commonwealth Games.  He also spent a few 
years through the early 2000s as an irrigation specialist around the 
Northern Rivers, but the vast majority of his career was spent at Evans 
Head Bowlo.

Tony's skill set was far beyond your average Greenkeeper...he was one of 
those annoying blokes who could fix, build or design anything, and if 
Morgo did it , it was done right .He never meant to, but he made you feel 
very inferior when discussing practical tasks because it was easy for him. 
He was just a clever man, and a great ambassador for our trade. 

The entire facility at Evans Head is a great working monument to Tony. From the backdoor to the front, his handy 
work is everywhere and his expertise seemed to have no bounds. The NSWBGA rewarded Tony with 2013 
Greenkeeper of the Year. We were all very happy to have seen him recognised for his efforts over the years, and 
this was a proud time for him too, and rightfully so. 

He was a mainstay of the Northern Rivers Greenkeepers Association and is sadly missed. A true Gentleman and a 
great mate to many. Morgo was a very active community member in and around Evans Head involving himself in 
many charitable organisations, the local fire brigade and sporting clubs. He loved beach fishing and his FJ Land 
Cruiser, but most of all he was a dedicated family man. Tony is survived by his wife Ruth, sons Lew and Joel and his 
daughter Tonya and their children. Vale Tony Morgan. Rest In Peace.

Vale Tony James "Morgo" Morgan 
21-12-1954 - 31-5-2017 

By Duncan Elphick
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Vale Gerald Richard (Dick) Pinkerton

By Col Ridge

th
Dick passed away peacefully on 4  October 2017, aged 88.  Husband of June, father of Gary, Kerry & Susan.     
He was loved by all in our greenkeeping fraternity.

Dick was a long-time member of the NSW Greenkeepers’ Association for many years during the period of the late 
80's & 90's.  He was also the Secretary of the NSW Greenkeepers Bowling club.  He supported the NSW 
Greenkeepers Bowling club, playing Pennants and attending all our State Carnivals, I.D.B.A. days, Bateau Bay 
days, Triangular days, or any other Greenkeepers days,  

Dick would be one of the first there and one of the last to leave.  Dick was quite a character, those of us who 
remember him fondly will raise a glass to his memory.   RIP.
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Awards & Wages
The new award name is: Registered and Licensed Club Award 2010.

The following wages apply as stated on www.fwc.gov.au.

Turfcraftsman  Wage   Hourly rate
Level 1   $664.80  $17.49
Level 2   $687.60  $18.09
Level 3   $724.50  $19.07
Level 4   $769.90  $20.26

Management/Level 1 $844.70  $22.23
Management/Level 2 $919.70  $24.20

Apprentice
A horticulture apprentice is paid at a percentage of the Standard Rate.
1st year 55%
2nd year 65%
3rd year 80%
4th year 90%

More information, including a list of Modern Awards, is available on the 
Fair Work Australia website  or the Fair Work Australia www.fwa.gov.au
Ombudsman at www.fairwork.gov.au.

Available now  – 
Relief 
Greenkeeper

Ray Cooper is an 
experienced 
greenkeeper with 
more than 35 
years experience, 
currently available 
for relief 
greenkeeping 
statewide.

If you need an 
extra pair of hands 
or holiday relief, 
please contact 
Ray on 0421 004 
642.

Frequently Asked 
Questions:  Awards & 
Pay Rates

What can I do if my take-
home pay is lower than 
the modern award?
You can’t have your take-
home pay reduced as a 
result of the commencement 
of the new Fair Work 
System.  Modern awards 
commenced on 1 January 
2010, along with the new 
National Employment 
Standards.

The commencement of 
these new entitlements is 
not intended to result in 
employees receiving a pay 
cut.  If you believe your 
take-home pay has been 
cut, you can apply to Fair 
Work Australia to make a 
‘take home pay order’.

What is a take-home pay 
order?
A take-home pay order can 
preserve your existing rates 
of pay while you remain in 
the same job.  It can apply 
to wages and allowances, 
as well as incentive based 
payments and overtime.  An 
order can apply to an 
individual or a class of 
employees or outworkers 
who are in a similar position.

A take-home pay order 
can be made if:
Ÿ  A modern award applies 

to the employee or 
employees, and

Ÿ The employee or 
employees are in the 
same job as they were 
before the modern award 
commenced, and 

Ÿ The amount of the 
employees’ take-home 

pay for working the same 
sort of hours or the same 
sort of work has been 
reduced, and

Ÿ This reduction in take-
home pay has occurred 
because of the 
commencement of the 
modern award.

Who can apply for a take-
home pay order?
You or your union can apply 
to Fair Work Australia for a 
take-home pay order.  In 
addition, a person acting on 
your behalf or on behalf of a 
class of employees may 
apply.

An application for a take-
home pay order can also be 
made by an organisation 
representing outworkers on 
behalf of those outworkers.

Notices
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